
  
Is an affordable way to save for 
college 

  
Keeps me in control of money I 
invest 

  
Allows child to use funds at any 
accredited school nationwide 

  Is easy to set-up 

  
Provides a convenient way to 
save for college automatically 

How Plan Holders Intend to Pay 
for College 

Average Savings 

How 529 Plan Holders 
Approach College Savings 

Parents use 
529’s as their 

primary college 
savings vehicle 

of educational 
savings is in a 

529 plan 

Share of College Cost Plan 
Holders Expect to Cover 

Why Plan Holders Save  

$22,839 
Total Educational Savings 

Average  
529 Savings 

$13,475 
59% 

Parents Savings 

Scholarships 

Financial Aid 

Parent Income (while child in school) 

Child‘s Savings 

Contributions from Grandparent 

Children‘s Income (while in school) 

Contributions from other family/friends 

Other borrowing 

86% 

69% 

60% 

57% 

43% 

28% 

43% 

18% 

6% 

All/Most: 
59% 

Half: 
20% 

Some/None: 
21% 

Feelings About Saving for College 
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In Control Confident Wise Happy 

Having a plan in place can make you feel better prepared for 
college costs 

Based on a representative sample of 173 529-Plan Holders surveyed online in April 2014 by Rockbridge Associates, Inc. 

Highly Satisfied  

Satisfaction with 529 Plans 

83% 

87% 
Highly likely to 

recommend a 529 
plan to others 



Before investing in any 529 plan, you should consider whether your or the 
designated beneficiary's home state offers a 529 plan that provides its 
taxpayers with state tax and other benefits that are only available through 
the home state's 529 plan. You also should consult your financial, tax, or 
other advisor to learn more about how state-based benefits (or any 
limitations) would apply to your specific circumstances. You also may wish to 
contact directly your home state's 529 plan(s), or any other 529 college 
savings plan, to learn more about those plans' features, benefits and 
limitations. Keep in mind that state-based benefits should be one of many 
appropriately weighted factors to be considered when making an investment 
decision.  
 
Investment objectives, risks, charges, expenses, and other important 
information are included in a 529 college savings plan's offering statement; 
read and consider it carefully before investing. 


