
Track acceptances and notify 
schools of dollars awarded

Receive replies; continue to look  
and apply for more scholarships

Complete and submit forms if 
required by your school, state,  
or scholarship program

Complete and submit applications

Get CSS/PROFILE, institutional  
and state financial aid forms

Research scholarship programs

 GET STARTED!  Gather necessary information
	 • Social Security number
	 • Tax and financial information
	 • FAFSA PIN number
	 • School codes

Decide which school and package  
to accept

Receive and compare financial aid 
packages offered by selected schools

Receive Student Aid Report  
(SAR) listing Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC)

You still have unmet financial 
aid needs

Consider other options
• Savings
• Tuition payment plans
• Discuss situation with 
   financial aid office

Sign a promissory note for  
any loans

Consider additional loans
• Private loans
• PLUS loans
Borrow only what you need!

You have all of the financial  
aid that you need

Look for “last dollar” scholarships

Close your financial aid gap

YOU’RE DONE!

Department of Education processes 
form and sends information to 
schools you list on the FAFSA

Complete and submit the FAFSA  
soon after January 1 of your senior 
year (renew every year in school)

Access FAFSA at fafsa.ed.gov

Sometimes, paying  
for school can be 
more challenging than 
being admitted!  
Here is a flow chart  
to make sure you’re  
on the right path. 
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